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· Good morning.  Thank you for the invitation to speak with you today.  I consider National Police Week one of the most important events of the year, and I am honored to be here with the Metropolitan Police Department, the Fraternal Order of Police DC Lodge #1, and the DC Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors, in commemoration of this solemn event.
· I’d like to say thank you to the Fraternal Order of Police DC Lodge #1 and the DC Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors for the kind-hearted and generous support you provide to our law enforcement officers and the families of those officers killed in the line of duty.

· I would also like to thank the men and women of MPD – the primary agency responsible for law enforcement in our nation’s capital.  The MPD is a 24/7 operation.  You answer each call for help—whether it’s armed robbery, a domestic dispute, a bomb threat, and a myriad of other pressing situations.  You are the first responders in an emergency.  You stand watch for hours.  You are experts in crowd control, a necessity when your jurisdiction is in the same neighborhood as the President of the United States as well as the federal government.  And, like all those who take the call “to serve and protect,” you put yourselves in harm’s way each and every day in order to make our streets safer and our country more secure.     

· When we stop to consider that last year alone, 15 police officers from different areas of the country were fatally killed in five separate incidents, it hits home for all of us in the law enforcement community just how dangerous, difficult, and challenging our mission is.  In 2009  
· Four police officers from Oakland, California, were killed following a traffic stop.   

· Three Pittsburgh, PA, police offers were killed after responding to a domestic disturbance call.

· Two sheriff’s deputies from Okaloosa County, Florida, were gunned down while trying to arrest a domestic violence suspect.

· Two Oklahoma Sheriff’s deputies were fatally shot while attempting to serve an arrest warrant and 

· Four Lakewood, Washington, police officers were executed in a local coffee shop as they planned their upcoming shift.   

· Then, in 2010, violence struck home, when special police officer Stephen Johns was killed in the line of duty after a gunman opened fire inside the Holocaust Museum.  Stephen Johns was only 39-years-old.  The untimely deaths of Johns and all of our officers are crushing blows to our community, and cause unimaginable suffering to the family members left behind.    

· Today we honor all the courageous men and women in law enforcement —especially those who gave their lives while providing the highest level of safety and security to the American people.  

· A scan of headline news on any given day proves that protecting our cities and communities is an increasingly difficult and complex challenge.  A little over a week ago, the car bomb found in New York Times Square dominated national news.  A vigilant T-shirt vendor who said “If you see something, say something” practiced what he preached and in doing so, helped to avert a possible catastrophic event.  The New York City Police Department responded to the call, and two days later, the suspect was handcuffed and jailed before he attempted to flee the country.  

· Post 9/11, attempted terrorist acts like this remind us that the stakes have never been higher.  Besides the constant threat of explosives - biological warfare and nuclear devices are some of the tools terrorists will not hesitate to use given the opportunity.  

· The good news is that our federal, state and local law enforcement officers and agents are combining forces and taking a proactive stance like never before.  Certainly our technological savvy in gathering, analyzing and sharing information is a big equation in our repeated success.  But the critical component to stopping terrorists and all criminals is employing a highly trained, dedicated and conscientious community of law enforcement officers and agents who are willing and able to network and band together. 

· I am proud and humbled to be part of your ceremony today to honor our fallen officers.  Later this afternoon at ICE headquarters, we also have a ceremony to honor fallen officers and unveil our Honor and Remembrance Memorial for those who gave the ultimate sacrifice.  

· During these seven days, we acknowledge our fallen heroes and commemorate their lives, their service and their untimely passing in all the ways we know how—by ceremonies such as this one, by laying wreathes, by etching names on granite walls, by holding candlelight vigils and by praying together.  Here in the city we’ll see motorcycles roaring by in the 15th Annual Law Ride as a salute to our brave compatriots.  We’ll see blue ribbons everyone—attached to lapels and fastened to vehicle antennas.  And we’ll see American flags lowered to half-staff.  
· We do all of this to show our gratitude and share our grief for our brothers and sisters who paid the ultimate price in serving and protecting our nation. 
· And yet, such symbolic gestures hardly seem enough.  How can we adequately express our gratitude to the people whose lives were cut short as they died protecting us?  How can we express our condolences to the families and coworkers who are left to cope with the tragic loss of their loved ones?   

· The highest tribute we can offer is to carry on their legacy with truth, honesty, honor and integrity ─ the highest traits of human character. 
· We can and will do all that is right and just in protecting our country and upholding public safety.   We can and we must ─ pass our knowledge, lessons learned and wisdom onto succeeding generations.  
· I will leave with you the words of President John F. Kennedy, who signed the federal law establishing National Police Week in October 1962.  

· He said, “"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them." 

· Thank you.  

###

Page 1 of 6 

www.ice.gov
Ver. 1.05

